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In this document binding policies for the services and objectives of MACAU are being established.
Furthermore the terms and conditions for submission of publications to the repository will be
defined.
1. Objectives and content-related criteria of the full-text repository MACAU
As a service to all scientists of Kiel University, MACAU provides the organisational and technical
infrastructure for publishing electronic documents of enduring academic importance. All documents
on MACAU meet established quality standards. They are assigned permanent internet addresses
(URNs) and will be made available via national and international library catalogues, search engines
and other research tools and databases. The documents shall be stored on MACAU perpetually and
in authentic state; the University Library takes responsibility of long-term preservation.
MACAU is operated and further developed as a collaborative service of the University Computing
Center and the University Library. It is involved in various national and international initiatives and
projects such as open-access.net or the German Initiative for Network Information (DINI). Having
adopted policies for promotion of open-access publishing, Kiel University with all its institutions
and research units supports the objectives of the „Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge
in the Sciences and Humanities“. Apart from providing advice and assistance on open-access
publishing, the University Library offers MACAU as a platform for deposit of documents.
2. MACAU content profile for electronic documents
The MACAU content profile comprises the following types of publications:
•
books (including those that are not published commercially - so called "grey literature")
•
scholarly articles from other archive servers or journals
•
book chapters published in compilations (i. e. books with chapters each written by different
authors)
•
conference proceedings.
At the moment, documents of rather transient academic importance are not eligible for publication
on MACAU. This applies to items such as newspaper articles, minor event or project reports, items
that derive from editorial engagements for compilations, journals and serials, book reviews,
prefaces, publications of less than two pages and bachelor or master degree theses.
Authors still retain copyright in their works when placing them in the repository. However, a
document can only be released and made publicly available if a deposit contract between the
authors and the University Library has been signed. This contract creates legal certainty for both
parties and specifies which conditions need to be fulfilled for publication. Submission to MACAU
does not conflict with further publishing the documents in academic journals or on other
repositories.
In accordance with the recommendations of the German Council of Science and Humanities
("Wissenschaftsrat"), we strongly encourage all academics to retain non-exclusive right of use in
their works when signing a publishing contract. It is highly recommended to self-archive the
documents in an open-access repository such as MACAU in addition to traditional forms of
publication (after expiry of an embargo period, if applicable). The authors or editors of the
electronic documents are responsible for compliance with copyright and exploitation rights of third
parties.
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3. The electronic document on MACAU
In the narrow sense of the word, an "electronic document" is defined as a document based on text
and graphics, digitally stored on a data carrier and disseminated via computer networks. Publication
of multimedia documents with audio or video sequences is also feasible.
A document submitted to MACAU needs to fulfil the following conditions:
1.
It is intended for public dissemination.
2.
It does not contain dynamic elements. Should a revision be necessary, the modified
document will be stored as a new version.
3.
It may be licenced under a Creative Commons licence specifying the conditions on
distribution and use.
4.
It meets the technical parameters as required by MACAU.
4. Organisational provisions
•
MACAU is a joint service of the Computer Centre and the University Library.
•
Publication on MACAU is free of charge.
•
Electronic documents are usually submitted for distribution via MACAU by filling in the
upload form prompted during the submission process. For uploading documents, login with a
personal account is required.
•
After being uploaded, each electronic document is assigned an individual and permanent
internet address (URN) which allows direct access to it.
•
For indexing, storage and archiving purposes, MACAU follows international standards such
as the guidelines of the Open Archive Initiative (OAI) and develops these standards further.
•
In exceptional cases, library staff may perform additional tasks in the publication process
such as editing electronic documents or converting them to other formats.
•
The University Library serves as a support agency and contact point for MACAU:
epublikationen@ub.uni-kiel.de
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