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Abstract— The potentials of grid-forming (GFM) converters
in stabilizing a power system with high penetration of power
electronics-based generation have been recently investigated. Due
to their intrinsic behaviour of voltage source behind impedance,
a crucial aspect of any GFM converter control strategy will be
the handling of fault-ride through (FRT) scenarios. This paper
proposes a FRT strategy for GFM converters, which respects
the converter hardware limitations (i.e. current limitations) even
under sever fault conditions, while maintaining GFM behavior
before, during, and after the fault. The presented strategy
addresses both symmetrical and asymmetrical faults, and is
compliant with recently proposed draft grid codes requirements
published by the British system operator NGESO. The issues
related to FRT of GFM converters are first discussed in detail,
and a comprehensive overview on the solutions proposed in the
literature is reported. Then a proper strategy is presented, and its
effectiveness is demonstrated by means of simulations and Power-
Hardware-in-the-Loop (PHIL) measurements in a laboratory
environment.

I. INTRODUCTION

STUDIES have investigated the potential benefits of GFM
converters and their capability of stabilizing a power

system with high penetration of power electronics-based gen-
eration [1]. The concept of GFM converters has been originally
introduced for micro- and islanded grid applications [2], [3],
and only recently this has been re-evaluated for applications in
wide interconnected power networks. Discussions in different
countries about the need for introducing additional converter
performance requirements in future grid codes have been
initiated in the last years. To cite few examples, the European
Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity
(ENTSO-E) established a working group on High Penetration
of Power Electronic Interfaced Power Sources (HPoPEIPS)
[4] in 2017, while in early 2018 the British SO (NGESO)
convened an Expert Group (EG) on virtual-synchronous ma-
chines (VSM) associated with the Grid Code Consultation
(GC0100) [5], involving members from the wind, solar, and
HVDC industry, consultants, and academia.

Differently from state-of-the-art grid-following (GFL) con-
verters, which regulate active and reactive power injection
by controlling active and reactive currents, GFM converters
control power injection by regulating the magnitude and the
phase of the voltage at the point of common coupling (PCC).
Nowadays, several GFM control strategies can be found in

the literature, whose common characteristic is the emulated
behaviour of a voltage source behind impedance [6]-[8]. As a
consequence, the response of GFM converters to grid faults
is substantially different from the one of their counterpart
GFL converters, due to the fact that the converter can react
almost instantaneously to any grid event, without the need for
detecting first the actual operating condition. Even though this
prompt reaction is superior to the one of a GFL converter, and
hence highly attractive for SOs, the rapid growth of converter
currents caused by a severe fault might jeopardize the integrity
of the converter hardware components.

To this extent, several FRT strategies for GFM converters
have been proposed in the literature [8]-[25]. However, most
of them either address only symmetrical fault conditions, or
the proposed structures switch from GFM mode to standard
vector current control mode at the occurrence of a fault, hence
without fully utilizing the potentials of GFM converters under
such operating conditions. This paper proposes a FRT strategy
for GFM converters, which allows emulating the behaviour of
a voltage source behind impedance before, during, and after
the fault, while respecting the converter hardware limitations.
Furthermore, the proposed control strategy complies with the
most up-to-date draft grid codes elaborated by the EG estab-
lished by NGESO, which require fully utilizing the potentials
of GFM converters during faults [5].

The outline of the paper is the following: in Section II,
the behaviours of GFM converters and of the state of-the-
art GFL converters during grid faults are first compared, then
the actual draft specifications regarding the FRT behavior of
GFM converters are introduced, along with a comprehensive
overview on the solutions already reported in the literature.
A current limitation strategy for GFM converters complying
with the actual draft specifications is presented in Section
III, and the effectiveness of the proposed solution is verified
first by means of simulations in Section IV, then in Section
V through experimental tests in a laboratory environment.
Finally, Section VI is dedicated to the conclusions.

II. BEHAVIOUR OF GFM CONVERTERS DURING FAULTS

Fig.1 (a) and (b) show the typical representations of GFL
and GFM converters adopted in the literature [3]. The former
is usually represented by means of a current source with a high
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Figure 1: GFL converter: (a) simplified representation, (c) pha-
sor diagram of the reaction to a grid voltage variation; GFM
converter: (b) simplified representation, (d) phasor diagram of
the reaction to a grid voltage variation [29].

parallel impedance, while the latter is commonly indicated as
a voltage source with series impedance. Several studies have
shown the beneficial effects of GFM converters compared to
their counterpart in stabilizing a system with high penetration
of converter-based generation [1]. Among their characteristics,
the capability of providing damping of system oscillations
[26], and the contribution to small-signal stability [27], [28],
have been recently addressed in the literature. However, one of
the crucial aspects identifying the differences between GFM
and GFL converters is related to their behaviour during grid
faults, and it is schematically explained in Fig.1 [29].

During normal operation, a GFL converter regulates active
and reactive power injected into the grid by controlling active
and reactive currents, requiring therefore a dedicated unit for
the calculation of the phase displacement between the currents
injected by the converter and the grid voltage measured at
the PCC. The phasor diagram in Fig. 1 (c), shows the typical
reaction of a GFL converter to a variation of the voltage, where
due to its intrinsic current source behavior, it tries maintaining
the current phasor Ig constant in terms of magnitude and phase,
while a synchronization loop and an outer power loop calculate
amplitude and phase of the new reference currents for the
injection of the required amount of reactive power according
to the grid codes. Just to have an idea about the time constants
at stake, the actual German grid codes require reactive power
injection within 30 ms after fault detection [30].

On the contrary, due to its intrinsic behavior of a voltage
source behind impedance, the reaction of a GFM converter
to the same grid event will be to maintain the inner voltage
phasor E constant, causing therefore an almost instantaneous
variation of the phasor current Ig, as schematically indicated
in Fig. 1 (d).

A. Actual status of the draft grid codes

Upon performing system studies, the British system operator
NGESO identified a number of potential challenges associated
with increased penetration of power-electronics-based gener-
ation in the British power system. In April 2018, an EG
has been set up, so as to discuss enhanced converter control
strategies that would lead to performances of the converter em-
ulating some characteristics of synchronous machines, among
others fast fault current injection during faults. At the end of
the second stage of the EG (December 2019), the following
requirements were included in the draft GFM specifications
for Great Britain (GFC-GB) [5]:

(i) The converter shall be capable of operating as a voltage
source behind a reactance over a frequency band of 5 Hz
to 1 kHz before, during, and after the fault.

(ii) The converter shall have a short-circuit current contribu-
tion of at least 1.5 pu of converter rating.

(iii) During a fault or voltage depression below 0.85 pu, the
phase, magnitude and frequency of the voltage source
will remain fixed at the pre-fault values. In the event that
the resulting fault current would exceed 1.5 pu, a reduced
fault current limited to 1.5 pu can be supplied, however
its phase angle relative to the voltage source must be
equivalent to the phase angle of the higher fault current.

(iv) In the event of a fault, the converter shall be able of
supplying reactive power as soon as possible and within
5 ms of the voltage disturbance.

(v) The converter shall be capable of absorbing an unbalanced
current of up to 2% without modifying the voltage source
waveform.

B. Overview on FRT control strategies for GFM converters

Various FRT strategies for GFM converters can be found in
the literature. However, due to the lack of clear specifications
regarding the behaviour of GFM converters during faults,
several techniques have been proposed, which in most of
the cases mainly focus on limiting converter currents and
preventing from instability issues, yet without reproducing
a GFM behaviour also during the fault. For example, the
solutions adopted in [8], [9] is to switch to vector controlled
mode as soon as a grid fault is detected. However, also in this
case, a proper current limitation technique should be imple-
mented, and is often achieved by saturating the PI controllers
of the cascaded control loops [10]-[12]. As a consequence,
appropriate techniques for avoiding the classical phenomena of
”wind-up” or ”latch up”, typical of such operating conditions
should be adopted. A valuable alternative to such solution is
represented by the use of virtual impedances, consisting of
limiting the converter reference voltage according to fictitious
variable impedance, in order to avoid the generation of ex-
cessively high current reference signals for the inner current
control loop [13]-[15].

Early investigations of FRT strategies for virtual syn-
chronous machines (VSMs) have been presented in [16], [17].
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Figure 2: Scheme of the proposed control strategy.

The limitation of control states adopting non-linear control
techniques has been proposed in [18] for the synchronverter,
however without solving directly the issue related to converter
overcurrents, but simply ensuring boundness of frequency and
voltage without requiring saturation units. A comprehensive
analytical calculation of the inrush currents of a synchronverter
according to control parameters, and caused by symmetrical
and asymmetrical grid faults has been presented in [19] and
[20], respectively. The solution proposed in [19], consists
of activating an inner current control loop, implemented by
means of an hysteresis current controller as soon as the
fault condition is detected. The reference converter currents
are then calculated by means of a virtual impedance and
active and reactive power setpoint are set so as to fulfill
grid codes, however requiring detection of the grid angle. In
[21], FRT and current limitation of GFM converters under
asymmetrical grid faults are investigated. An auxiliary control
for the negative sequence component is introduced at the
occurrence of an asymmetrical fault, involving a dedicated
unit for estimation of positive and negative sequence of the
grid voltage. Nevertheless, only positive sequence injection
is considered, making therefore the control inappropriate for
fulfilling some stringent grid codes worldwide that require
injection of negative sequence currents during asymmetrical
faults [30]. To this extent, [22] proposes the modification of the
standard synchronverter control structure by adding a cascaded
inner current reference generator and an inner PI-based current
control loop, in order to calculate proper converter currents
according to the FRT strategies for GFL converters reported
in [23], hence without fully utilizing the potentials of a GFM
converter during faults.

In [24], the problems related to the saturation of the outer
control loop of a GFM converter occurring when limiting
converter currents are investigated, and a current limitation
procedure, that prevents the converter from instability issues
by means of a proper coordination between the outer and
the inner control loops, is presented. Nevertheless, the pro-
posed control does not deal with asymmetrical faults, which
represents instead the most common condition in the field.
Finally, current limitation by means of an adaptive virtual
impedance is presented in [25], which limits the maximum
amplitude of the converter currents by properly restraining
positive and negative sequence current components. However,
several filters are implemented in the control, degrading the
dynamic response of the converter. Moreover, only simulation
results are reported in the paper, missing an experimental proof
of the proposed concept.

III. PROPOSED FRT STRATEGY

In this section, a robust solution for preventing the converter
from the risk of overcurrents and instability issues during faults
is proposed. The core of the proposed control structure is the
inner loop, which allows controlling directly converter cur-
rents, yet reproducing the behaviour of a voltage source behind
impedance before, during, and after the fault, hence complying
with the specifications listed in the previous section.

The structure of the proposed control is reported in Fig. 2.
The outer loop shown in the figure, is represented by the well-
known VSM implementation known as synchronverter [6],
but it might be replaced by any other GFM control structure
among the numerous already proposed in the literature, e. g.
[7], [8]. A dedicated unit in charge of the estimation of the
voltage amplitude at the PCC is introduced, which detects



a fault condition by considering each phase separately. A
controller activates the switches indicated in the figure with
S1 and S2, as soon as the lowest value among the three phases
falls below the threshold defined by the specifications. As a
consequence, the magnitude and the frequency of the reference
back-emf voltage e∗ calculated by the outer loop are locked to
their pre-fault values, as requested in (iii). The pre-fault value
of the frequency ωpre− f ault can be obtained either by means
of a dedicated unit like a frequency-locked-loop (FLL) [23],
or by a proper feedback of the internal quantity ω.

A variable virtual admittance is implemented in the inner
control loop [7], whose inductive and resistive components Lv
and Rv are dynamically modified according to the operating
conditions. The effects of virtual impedance on the robust
stability of VSMs have been recently addressed in in [31],
and the concept of virtual admittance represents a practical
solution for virtually modifying the output impedance of a
GFM converter without the need for performing the derivative
of the measured currents, representing instead the commonly
adopted solution in the literature [15]. Independent single-
phase currents i∗ are calculated directly from the comparison
between the instantaneous values of the measured voltages at
the PCC (vPCC) and the virtual back-emf voltages e∗ calculated
in the outer loop, according to:

i∗ =
vPCC− e∗

Rv + s Lv
. (1)

These would correspond to the currents flowing into the
grid when the converter is replaced by ideal three-phase
voltages sources behind resistive-inductive elements. Under
normal operation, Lv and Rv are set to the nominal values
Lv n and Rv n, properly chosen during the design procedure
[31]. According to the magnitude of the lowest single-phase
measured voltage VPCC amp measured by the outer loop, a
current limitation controller calculates the magnitude of the
impedance Zv f , necessary for limiting the highest single-
phase reference current to the maximum value Imax when the
converter is replaced by three voltage sources reproducing the
voltages e∗ calculated by the outer loop. This is obtained as
follows: 

Zv f =
(
Ep−VPCC amp

)
/Imax +Zv corr;

Rv f = Zv f /
√

X2
ratio +1;

Lv f =
(
Xratio ·Rv f

)
/ωn;

(2)

where Lv f and Rv f respectively indicate the inductive and
resistive components of the impedance Zv f , Xratio indicates
the X/R ratio, and ωn is the nominal grid frequency. At the
occurrence of a fault, the highest value between the nominal
quantities Lv and Rv, and Lv f and Rv f , are forwarded to
the virtual admittance subsystem, so as to limit the output
reference currents of the converter to the maximum allowed
amplitude. However, since for the calculation of the virtual
impedance Zv f only the amplitudes of the voltages Ep and
VPCC amp are taken into account, a correction term Zv corr
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Figure 3: Discrete implementation of the virtual admittance.

compensates for the lack of exact information about the phase
displacement between the two voltages, and is implemented
by means of a PI controller. The discrete implementation of
the variable virtual admittance is obtained according to the
following equation:

Yv(z) =
Ts

z Lv− (Lv +RvTs)
, (3)

where Ts represents the sample time, and a scheme of the
discrete implementation of the virtual admittance is reported
in Fig. 3, which allows easily modifying the parameters of the
virtual admittance according to the operating condition.

A Kalman filter is implemented in order to detect the
magnitude and the phase of each current separately [32]. These
are indicated in the figure as ImX and IφX , with X = {a,b,c},
and the filter equations are reported below:

x(n+1) = Φ(n)x(n)+w(n), (4)

where x(n) is the state-vector and Φ(n) is the state transition
matrix defined as:

Φ(n) =

cos(ωTs) − sin(ωTs)

sin(ωTs) − cos(ωTs)

 , (5)

with ω representing the frequency of the input signal and Ts
is the time step. The observation (or measurement) model is
assumed to be of the form:

z(n) = H(n)x(n)+v(n), (6)

where H(n) represents the measurement matrix, and w(n) and
v(n) are the model and the measurement vectors, both assumed
to be white sequence with known covariance matrices Q(n) =
Q0I and R(n) = R0I, respectively, and with I indicating the
identity matrix. The filter is implemented by means of the
following equations:

x̂−(n) = Φ(n−1)x̂(n−1), (7)

P−(n) = Φ(n−1)P(n−1)ΦT (n−1)+Q(n), (8)

K(n) = P−(n)HT (n)
[
H(n)P−(n)HT (n)+R(n)

]−1
, (9)

x̂(n) = x̂−(n)+K(n)
[
Z(n)−H(n)x̂−(n)

]
, (10)



P̂(n) =
[
I−K(n)H(n)

]
P−(n). (11)

The notation x̂(n) indicates the estimation of x(n), K(n)
represents the Kalman gain, and P(n) is the covariance matrix
of the estimation error. The quantities indicated with x̂−1(n)
and P−(n) represent estimations using information at the
instant n−1.

The reference currents i∗∗ forwarded to the most inner
current control loop are calculated reconstructing the three
single-phase signals from the information about the respective
magnitude and phase. First, the magnitude of each current is
limited to the value Imax by means of a saturation unit. Then
positive and negative sequence components of the three-phase
signals are calculated as follows [23]:

[
I∗+
I∗−

]
=

1
3

[
1 α α2

1 α2 α

]
.


I∗mae jφIa

I∗mbe jφIb

I∗mce jφIc

 ; (12)

where α = e j2/3π is the Fortescue operator [23], and I∗mX ,
with X = {a,b,c}, represents the saturated amplitude of the
respective single-phase current. It can be noticed, that the cal-
culation of positive and negative sequence current components
is performed by means of algebraic equations, which do not
involve any calculation time delay.

Further measures can be taken in order to limit the ratio
between positive and negative sequence current component, as
also indicated by the grid codes in (v). These are introduced in
the block indicated as ”control current unbalance” indicated in
Fig. 2, and can be simply implemented by limiting the magni-
tude of the negative sequence current to a certain percentage
of the positive sequence component.

A. Current control loop

According to the requirements on the control bandwidth
specified in (i), an extremely fast current control is necessary.
In fact, considering that in order to reproduce the desired
behaviour up to the required frequency range of 1 kHz, the
inner current control loop should have a bandwidth in the
range of 2-3 times higher than that, the time constant of
the inner current control loop can be calculated considering
the relation between rise-time and bandwidth of a first-order
system [33]:

tr =
ln 9
BW

, (13)

with tr indicating the rise-time and BW the bandwidth of the
control. According to (13), the rise-time of the inner current
control loop should be approximately in the range of ≈ 0.7ms.

In order to reduce the time delay of the current control loop,
different possible solutions can be adopted. Model predictive
control based approaches, e. g. deadbeat control [23], might
be good candidates [34]. However, due to the susceptibility of
model predictive controllers to the knowledge of filter and grid
parameters, an adaptive hysteresis current control has been
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Figure 4: Picture of the HIL setup used for the tests.

Table I: System Parameters

Description Symbol Value
Inverter rated power Sn 1.55 kVA

Grid line-to-line voltage VLL 400 V (rms)
Rated grid frequency fg 50 Hz
Real filter inductance L f 0.15 pu
Real filter resistance R f 0.015 pu

Virtual filter inductance Lvn 0.26 pu
Virtual filter resistance Rvn 0.01 pu

Proportional gain correction term Kp 30
Integral gain correction term Ki 1000

Virtual inertia J 4e-4
Q-loop inverse integrator gain K 800

P-Droop coefficient Dp 0.8
Q-Droop coefficient Dq 90

Noise covariance factor Q0 0.05
Measurement covariance factor R0 1

implemented by means of an FPGA board [36]. This solution
allows achieving extremely high bandwidth and ensures that
the converter currents do not overcome the limitations imposed
the hardware components, under the assumption that their
reference values are properly generated. In the following, the
results of a hardware-in-the loop (HIL) simulation campaign
are reported.

IV. HIL SIMULATION RESULTS

In order to test the performance of the proposed control,
simulation results have been performed by means of the HIL
tests bench depicted in Fig. 4. A real-time digital simulator
Typhoon HIL 602 simulates the converter and the grid with a
time step of 1 µs, while the control structure shown in Fig. 2, is
implemented on a Speedgoat real-time target machine running
with a time step of 200 µs. An FPGA board produces the
pulses of the IGBTs, in order to control the converter currents
according to the reference signals i∗∗. The characteristics of
the simulated system are reported in Table I.

Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 show the behaviour of the proposed
control under symmetrical and asymmetrical fault conditions,
respectively. Active and reactive power injection at the occur-
rence of the fault are reported in Fig. 5 (c), and Fig. 6 (c)
for the two examined cases. As soon as the fault clearance
condition is detected, the switches S1 and S2 of the outer
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Figure 5: HIL simulations: behaviour of the converter ac-
cording to a symmetrical grid fault. (a)-(b) Simulated PCC
voltages, (c)-(d) active and reactive power.
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Figure 6: HIL simulations: behaviour of the converter ac-
cording to an asymmetrical grid fault. (a)-(b) Simulated PCC
voltages, (c)-(d) active and reactive power.

loop are set again to their original position, and the converter
re-synchronizes itself automatically after a transient phase, as
shown in Fig. 5 (d) and Fig. 6 (d). The dynamic performances
in terms of reactive power injection will be further examined
in the next section, while Fig. 7 highlights the process of
reference currents i∗∗ generation from the signals i∗ calculated
by the virtual admittance block in the two simulated fault
cases. Following effects can be observed:

• The variable virtual admittance control dynamically mod-
ifies the amplitude of the reference currents so as to limit
the highest peak among the three phases to the value
specified in (ii).
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Figure 7: Reference currents generation: (a) symmetrical fault,
(b) asymmetrical fault.

• According to (iii), when the amplitude of the currents i∗

exceeds the specified maximum value, the inner current
control loop calculates reference currents i∗∗, these having
the same phase of the corresponding i∗, but limiting the
amplitude to the highest allowable value Imax.

• The reference current calculation process effectively re-
moves the DC-component of the short-circuit current
typical of SMs, and generally of RL circuits [35], which
does not contribute to active or reactive power injection,
but it would rather saturate the transformer.

V. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Experiments in a laboratory environment have been per-
formed in order to test the performances of the proposed
control. Fig. 8 (a) and (b) respectively show a scheme of the
experimental setup, and a picture of it. A two-level converter
with 1.5 kW rated power equipped with an output filter and
isolation transformer, has been connected to a 4-quadrant
linear power amplifier PAS 15000 from Spitzenberger & Spies.
This is used as a grid emulator, and allows varying instanta-
neously the voltage at the connection point of the converter,
hence emulating fault conditions. The setup composed of
the Speedgoat real-time target machine combined with the
FPGA board used for the HIL tests have been used to control
the converter, while an IMC measurement system sampling
voltages and currents at 25 kHz has been used for monitoring
purposes.

Fig. 9 shows the reaction of the converter according to
a symmetrical fault. In order to emulate the condition that
the converter can inject a fault current up to 1.5 pu, active
and reactive power setpoints prior the fault have been set
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Figure 8: (a) Scheme of the laboratory setup used for the tests,
(b) picture of the laboratory setup.

to Pset =1 kW, and Qset =0 kvar, respectively. The prompt
reaction of the converter in terms of reactive power injection
can be appreciated in Fig. 9 (a), where the response within
the first 5 ms after fault occurrence is highlighted. Current
setpoints, along with the measured currents are shown in Fig. 9
(b), while in Fig. 9 (c) two vector diagrams compare voltages
and currents previous and during the fault. Fig. 10 shows
the behaviour of the converter under an asymmetrical fault
condition. In this case, the amplitudes of the three voltages
are suddenly reduced, and a phase shift in two phases is also
reproduced. Similar considerations concerning the reaction
time of the converter as for the previous case are valid.

It is finally worth to emphasize that, in both examined cases,
the phase shift between voltages and currents during the fault
are automatically resulting from the chosen virtual impedance,
being the calculation of a reference reactive power setpoint
according to the magnitude of the voltage depression and the
type of fault not necessary.

VI. CONCLUSION

This paper presents a FRT strategy for GFM converters
ensuring current limitation independently on the type of the
fault, and on the magnitude of the voltage dip. Regarding
the behaviour during faults, the main advantage of GFM
converters compared to their counterpart GFL converters con-
sists on the almost instantaneous injection of reactive current

without the need for tracking first the grid voltage angle and
estimating the magnitude of the voltage dip. Even though this
prompt reaction is surely beneficial for system stability, and
highly attractive for SOs, the occurrence of a severe grid fault
might easily provoke converter overcurrents and consequent
hardware damages, if the fault condition is not properly
handled. The proposed strategy directly controls the converter
currents, yet it allows reproducing the required behaviour of
a voltage source behind impedance before, during, and after
the fault. Simulation results as well es experimental tests in a
laboratory environment prove the effectiveness of the proposed
strategy during symmetrical and asymmetrical fault conditions,
showing a reactive power injection within few milliseconds
after the occurrence of the fault, hence complying with the
most up-to-date draft specifications elaborated within the EG
convened by the British system operator NGESO.
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Figure 9: Experimental results for a symmetrical fault: (a) active and reactive power, (b) converter currents, (c) vector diagrams
of voltages and currents before and during the fault.
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Figure 10: Experimental results for an asymmetrical fault: (a) active and reactive power, (b) converter currents, (c) vector
diagrams of voltages and currents before and during the fault.
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