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The Representation of the Writers’ Images
in Works of Art (Anime / Manga)

Der Artikel beschreibt die Prinzipien der Darstellung von echten Schriftstellern als Figu-
ren in Kunstwerken am Beispiel des Animes Bungo Stray Dogs. Im Rahmen einer umfas-
senderen Untersuchung wurden mehr als zehn Figuren analysiert, wobei die Verbindung
zwischen den biografischen Prototypen und den Figuren, sowie dem literarischen Werk
des jeweiligen Autors und der Superkraft der entsprechenden Figur im Fokus stand. An-
hand der Ergebnisse konnte eine Klassifikation unterschiedlicher Schriftsteller-Figu-
ren-Verbindungen erstellt werden. Im vorliegenden Beitrag werden exemplarisch zwei
Figuren vorgestellt.

The article explores the principles underlying the portrayal of real-life writers as
characters in artistic works, using the anime Bungo Stray Dogs as a case study. As
part of a broader investigation, more than ten characters were analyzed, focusing
on the relationship between their biographical prototypes and their fictional repre-
sentations, as well as the connection between each author’s literary work and the
supernatural abilities attributed to their corresponding character. Based on the find-
ings, a classification of different types of writer-character relationships was developed.
This article presents two exemplary figures to illustrate these connections.

The manga-anime culture is rapidly occupying various spheres of a modern society
in recent years (especially, in the last decade) becoming one of the most influential
phenomena from the entertainment industry to the high art. The popularization and
cultural expansion with the connection to a growing interest of authors (in particular
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Japanese authors) to real-life writers create a set of works with images of these writers,
interpretated by mangakas to become a part of a new fictional world.

Therefore, we decided to research the representation devices of writers’ images
in the anime/manga and try to understand the meaning of using these images. We
completed several tasks to achieve the results: we analyzed images of manga heroes,
highlighted devices by which they were created, compared these images and distributed
them in groups depending on the adaptation type.

In Bungo Stray Dogs, the manga chosen for analysis, the author Asagiri Kafka
uniquely reinterprets writers’ images and creates a narrative and his own universe
around them. In this graphic novel there are Japanese (Osamu Dazai, Akutagawa
Ryunosuke, Chuya Nakahara, Rampo Edogawa, etc.) figures of literature, as well as
Russian (F. M. Dostoyevskiy, A. S. Pushkin, I. A. Goncharov, N. V. Gogol’ and others),
American (M. Mitchell, F. S. K. Fitzgerald, E. A. Poe, L. M. Olcott, J. Steinbeck, H. P. Love-
craft and others), English (A. Christie and others) and Irish (for example, Bram Stoker)
images, which are distributed among various organizations within the built world. Manga
characters, whose names correlate with a particular author, have supernatural abilities
(which is why they are called »espers«), named after the work of the specific literary figure.

Bungo Stray Dogs is an action-packed thriller with elements of science and detective
fiction, in the center of the plot is the story of the protagonist — Atsushi, who was ex-
pelled from the orphanage for his otherness and for the harm he caused. Having met
Osamu Dazai, Atsushi gradually learns about his ability »Beast Beneath the Moonlight«
(it allows the hero to turn into a tiger and tear apart the abilities of other espers with his
claws) and joins the ranks of the Armed Detective Agency, which is in conflict with the
Port Mafia. This conflict is kindled with a new flame, then fades if a new threat appears
(for example, The Guild or Rats in the House of the Dead). In the course of the story,
Atsushi meets various characters, goes through peculiar peripeties (for example, the
war with The Fitzgerald’s Guild) and attempts to save Yokohama and its inhabitants.

The image of Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky in manga does not correlate with
the biographical one in terms of appearance. However, it matches the description of
Raskol’nikov in the novel Pristupleniye i nakazaniye: »oH 6bU1 3aMeUaTeIbHO XOPOIII
c06010, C TTPEKPACHBIMU TEMHBIMU I7Ia3aMM, TEMHO-PYC, POCTOM BBIIIE CPETHETO,
TOHOK 1 cTpoeH« (Dostoyevskiy 1989: 6)*. Also, the character of Dostoyevsky wears a
black coat, adding parallels to the image of Raskol’nikov, and ushanka (a symbol of

1 Transl. by the authors: »He was exceptionally handsome, with beautiful dark eyes and dark brown hair, above
the average in height, slim and well-built.«
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an archetypical Russianness). Fyodor Dostoyevsky in manga coincides the biograph-
ical prototype in several characteristics: firstly, the character of Fyodor Mikhailovich
in manga is an inveterate gambler, like the prototype, whose passion in his youth was
cards, and after that roulette (experience of which was reflected in the novel Igrok),
secondly, both of them are not in a good health (in particular, both have anemia).
Thirdly, both the prototype and the character are extremely devout. In the manga,
Fyodor Mikhailovich recognizes himself as the right hand of God and a demon who
preaches salvation through death and strives »to make a world without the sin of
ability users« (Kafka 2012) — a promised land. In addition, the mangaka plays with the
fact that »/JocToeBCKMIT caM pa3pylIaeT CBOYM YTOIMM >IlapcTBa Bokusa Ha 3emte«.
JocTIbKeHMe MAeasTa IPUBEIO GBI K YMEPIIBIEHUI0 UTPOBOI CYOCTAHIUU OBITHU,
U3BATMIO U3 MMPA HEOOXOJUMBIX €ro eCTECTBEHHOMY CaMOPA3BUTUIO 3JIEMEHTOB
xaoca« (Podchinenov 1998: 220),> as well as with the fact that »Pait — mepTBas
CUMMETPWSI, >XPYCTA/IbHBIN JBOPeL), >kameHHast cTeHa« (Ibid.).> Thanks to this, he
enhances the antithesis between the character of Dostoyevsky (»God prefers perfec-
tion and harmony« (Kafka 2012)) and the character of Dazai (»His [God] gimmicks are
the accidental and the illogical« and »the one who actually make the world turn are
those who scream within the storm of uncertainty and run with flowing blood« (Ibid.)).

Fourthly, these two images are connected with each other with the help of the du-
ality. For example, the biographical Dostoyevskiy in the letter to Ye. F. Junge dated
April 11, 1880 writes:

Uro Bel numere o Bament pgBonctBeHHOCTM? Ho 3T0 camas
06BIKHOBEHHAsI UepTa V JII0/IeN... He COBCEM, BITPOUEM, OObIKHOBEHHBIX.
Uepra, CBOVCTBEHHAs UeJTIOBEUECKOM IIPUPOIe BOOOGIIIE [...]. ITO — 60JIb-
ITasi MyKa, HO B TO YKe BpeMsI U 60JIbIIIoe HacjaXIeHne. ITO — CUIIbHOe
CO3HaHMe, NOTPe6GHOCTh CAaMOOTUeTa X TPUCYTCTBUE B ITpupoze Baruen
MOTPeGHOCTY HPABCTBEHHOTO JI0JITa K CAaMOMY cebe ¥ K UeJTOBEUEeCTRY.
BOT uTO 3HAUMT 3Ta ABOMCTBEHHOCTh. bbUIM ObI Bbl HE CTO/Ib pa3Bu-
ThI YMOM, ObUTM ObI OIpaHMUeHHee, TO GbUTM ObI M MeHee COBECTIIU-

BBl U He GbUIO ObI 3TOM ABOMCTBEHHOCTM. HarmpoTms, pommniock Gbl

2 Transl. by the authors: »Dostoyevskiy himself destroys his utopias of >the kingdom of God on earth«. Achieving
the ideal would lead to the death of the game substance of being, the removal from the world of the necessary
for its natural self-development elements of chaos.«

3 Transl. by the authors: »the Paradise is a dead symmetry, »a crystal palaces, »a stone wallc.«
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BEJIMKOe-BeJIMKOe caMOMHeHMe. [...] Eciu Bepute (MM XOTUTE BEPUTh
OUeHb), TO IIpefiaiTech EMy BIIO/IHE, ¥ MYKY OT 3TOM JABOCTBEHHOCTHM
CUJIBHO CMSITUATCS, ¥ Bl MOsTyunTe MCX0[ JYLIEBHbIN, a 3TO [JIABHOE.
(Dostoyevskiy 1996: 600—601)

In manga Dostoyevsky, as well as the biographical prototype, has a developed mind
(he is a genius), strong consciousness, deep inner reflection, moral duty before him-
self and mankind, but, as the letter says, all this is accompanied by great torment,
which is softened by believing in God.

The name of the ability — »Crime and Punishment« — corresponds to the same
name of the novel by Fédor Mikhailovich Dostoyevskiy, however, the ability has not
yet been described in detail in manga. At the moment, it is known that this ability
grants the character of Dostoyevsky with the possibility to kill anyone with one touch,
and also that it is closely connected with Dostoyevsky himself: it is his inseparable
part, as Fyodor Mikhailovich and his »double« say to each other in the spin-off manga
Bungo Stray Dogs: Dead Apple:

I am crime... and I am punishment. Did you know? Crime and punish-
ment are very close friends. (Kafka 2018: 132-133)

The ambivalence of Dostoyevsky’s image correlates with the main idea of the novel
about the need to be punished for a committed crime and, as a result, to purify one’s
soul through suffering and repentance. In terms of manga the purification from the
universal sin (crime) and rebirth of the soul are possible only in death, which is
emphasized both by some of Dostoyevsky’s phrases (»Let us taint the earth in the
red of heavy sinners’ blood... for the sake of a better world« (Kafka 2012), »The crime
was thinking. The crime was breathing. He has been liberated from that« (Ibid.),
»] will use this [a list of Port Mafia members] for the evil on this Earth, the salvation
of death« (Ibid)) and by an exemplary episode from the 42nd chapter, in which a

4 Transl. by E. C. Mayne: »But now to what you have told me of your inward duality. That is indeed common to
all... [.] It causes at once great torment, and great delight. Such duality simply means that you have a strong
sense of yourself, much aptness for self-criticism, and an innate feeling for your moral duty to yourself and all
mankind. If your intelligence were less developed, if you were more limited, you would be less sensitive, and
would not possess that duality. Rather the reverse: in its stead would have appeared great arrogance. [...] If you
believe in Him (or at least have a strong desire to do so), then give yourself wholly up to Him; the pain of your
duality will be thereby alleviated, and you will find the true way out — but belief is first of all in importance.«
(Dostoyevsky 1917: 236-237).
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character, dying by the hand of Dostoyevsky, has a thought in his head: »It was a
horrible life, but... somehow kinda... not... so... bad« (Ibid.), that is followed with
the next phrase from Fyodor Mikhailovich: »Release from the yoke of sin save the
soul« (Ibid.). Besides, it is worth mentioning that there is not only an appearance
parallel with Raskol’nikov, which was described above, but the ideological: in
manga Dostoyevsky is a perfect version of the one who has the right (he with no
doubt follows the plan to create a brave new world).

The above-mentioned motif of duplicity is corresponded with the same motif,
intertwined through almost every work of F. M. Dostoyevskiy, as Mikhail Mikhai-
lovich Bakhtin notes in Problemy poetiki Dostoyevskogo:

[Tapoaupymole JBOMHUKM CTaIM AOBOJIBHO UACTBIM SBJIEHMEM U
KapHaBa/IM30BaHHOM TUTepaTypbl. OCOGEHHO SIPKO 3TO BRIPAKEHO Y
JIIOCTOEBCKOTO, — MOUTU KaXKAbIM M3 BeLYLIMX I'epOeB ero pOMaHOB
MMEET II0 HEeCKOJIbKY JIBOVHMKOB, M0O-PA3HOMY €r0 NapoAUPYIOIINX:
st PackonbHUKOBa — CBUAPUTAIOB, JIV>KMH, JIe6e3ITHUKOB, IS
CraBporuHa — IleTp BepxoBeHckuit, lllaTtoB, Kupuwios, ana VBana
KapamazoBa — CMmephskoB, uépt, Pakutuu. B kaxaoMm u3 Hux (To
€CTh U3 ABOVMHMKOB) T€poit yMUpaeT (TO €CTh OTPULIAETCS), UTOObI
O0OGHOBUTHCSI (TO €CTh OUMCTUTHCS U TIOGHATHCS HaJ caMUM C006010).5
(Bakhtin 2002: 144)

In manga, this motif is actualized at different levels:

(1) the double as a specific character: Dostoyevsky’s ability allows him to split into
»crime« and »punishment«. Thanks to that, the idea of the sinfulness of all espers
(including Dostoyevsky himself), which gave birth to the punishment (murder-nega-
tion: the opposition of these twins to each other, but also an inextricable relationship
between them) and the renewal (purification of both Dostoyevsky himself and the
whole world), is conveyed. In addition, due to this the fragmentation of Dostoyevsky’s
consciousness is portrayed;

5 Transl. by C. Emerson: »Parodying doubles have become a rather common phenomenon in carnivalized lite-
rature. They find especially vivid expression in Dostoyevsky — almost every one of the leading heroes of his
novels has several doubles who parody him in various ways: for Raskolnikov there are Svidrigailov, Luzhin,
and Lebeziatnikov; for Stavrogin Peter Verkhovensky, Shatov, and Kirillov; for Ivan Karamazov Smerdyakov, the
devil, Rakitin. In each of them (that is, in each of the doubles) the hero dies (that is, is negated) in order to be
renewed (that is, in order to be purified and to rise above himself.)« (Bakhtin 1984: 127-128)
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(2) the double as a parallel image and an ideological enemy: in particular, with the
help of the image of Dazai (in manga), who demonstrates an equally genius person,
but opposed to Dostoyevsky and his ideas to destroy humanity for the sake of the
promised land.

Other than that, within the framework of the image of Dostoyevsky in man-
ga, the motif of game can be traced, which is also distinctive for biographical
Fédor Mikhailovich’s works. The character of Dostoyevsky, as it was mentioned
above, constantly plays and almost always wins. The only rival equal in strength and
abilities is Dazai, with whom Fyodor Mikhailovich has a chess game, the pieces in
which are far beyond the prison, that hold Dazai and Dostoyevsky.

Dostoyevsky’s game is many-sided as the game in the works of biographical pro-
totype: these are manipulations, thanks to which Fyodor Mikhailovich makes people
turn by his will, like cogs in the system he created, and eschatology (death and resur-
rection), and a chaotic principle, that allows to renew and recreate the world, it is as-
sociated with the idea of the necessity of the devil’s existence for the world existence,
for example, in one of the monologues, devil says to Ivan Karamazov:

s, HallpMMep, MPsIMO U TPOCTO Tpebyio cebe yHUUTOKeHMs. Her,
YXUBY, TOBOPST, IOTOMY UTO 6e3 Tebs Huuero He 6yzmeT. Ecim 6bl
Ha 3emJIe 6bUIO BCe 61aropa3yMHO, TO HMUEro 6bl M He IMPOM30IIIO.
Be3 Te6s He Gy[eT HMKAKUX IIPOMUCIIECTBUI, @ HaZo, UTO6bI ObUIM
npouciectsus.S (Dostoyevskiy 2014: 869)

Thanks to that, a parallel between the image of Dostoyevsky in manga and the image of
the devil is drawn and one of Dostoyevsky’s nominations — the demon - is reinforced.
In addition, the Dostoyevsky’s game is a phenomenon of the borderland, the crisis,
it is a hell through which the gambler rushes to the paradise, to the ideal reality. Similar
characteristics of the game in the works of Fédor Mikhailovich were noted by Bakhtin:

M >KU3Hb KaTOPKHMKOB ¥ O KM3Hb MIPOKOB, IIPU BCEM UX
COJIEPYKATeIbHOM Pas/INuMy, — 3TO OJMHAKOBO »KM3Hb, U3bATAs U3
XU3HM« (TO €CTh U3 06I1eN, 06BIUHO XXU3HN). [...] Y BpeMs KaTopru

6 Transl. by C. Gamnett: »l, for instance, simply ask for annihilation. No, live, | am told, for there’d be nothing with-
out you. If everything in the universe were sensible, nothing would happen. There would be no events without
you, and there must be events.« (Dostoyevsky 2009: 296)

68 The Representation of the Writers” Images in Works of Art (Anime / Manga)



¥ BpeMsI UTPhI — 3TO, IIPY BCEM MX IJTy6OUaNIeM pa3iMunu, OgMHa-
KOBBIN TUIT BpEMEHHU, MOJI06GHBIN BPpeMeH! »I10CJIeIHMX MTHOBEHUM
CO3HaHMSI« TIepe]], Ka3HbI0 WIM CaMOyOUIICTBOM, TIOAOOHBIN BOOOLIE
BpeMeHM Kpu3auca. Bce 3To — BpeMs Ha 1opore, [...] mepeskMBaemMoe B
yAaJIeHHBIX OT [1I0pOra BHYTPEHHMUX IPOCTPAHCTBAX KU3HU.”
(Bakhtin 2002: 194-195)

Also, it is worth paying attention to the fact that Dostoyevsky in manga, while being
in the »basement« of the ship, says: »This room is just like my own« (Kafka 2012). With
the first appearance Fyodor Mikhailovich is presented as a head of the underground
organization, which refers to biographical Dostoyevskiy’s Notes from the Underground
and »the underground« as phenomenon of a spiritual life. Thanks to this, the Dosto-
yevsky’s enmity towards people, his suffering and self-punishment, his inability to
coexist with the current world, which is why he attempts to recreate it according to
his will, without hiding in his »corner«, are enhanced.

The external image of Nikolai Gogol doesn’t relate to his biographical prototype:
platinum hair with a braid, no mustache, scar on left eye, and the other eye is prob-
ably blind in the anime vs. black bob, mustache, lack of scars on the eyes and blind-
ness in reality. But there are some facts that correlate: Date of Birth (according to one
version, the writer was born on the first date of April, like the character of manga);
love for the theater (has been with the writer since childhood, he even auditioned for
the role of an actor, but he wasn’t taken); flour (the writer was good at cooking, his
contemporaries especially praised his galushki, vareniki and pelmeni).

Gogol is portrayed as a jester in the manga (his outfit is similar to circus clothes —
this strengthens the connection with the date of birth of the writer, with April Fool’s
Day), he’s mysterious enough and strange. This relates with the reputation of the bi-
ographical prototype. For instance, one of Gogol’s oddities was deemed, he always
walked only on the left side of pavements and roads, when everyone went only on the
right, they also wrote, he frequently chewed sugar lumps, which he dragged from the
hotel where he stayed.

7 Transl. by C. Emerson: »Both the life of convicts and the life of gamblers — for all their differences in content
— are equallylife taken out of life« (that is, taken out of common, ordinary life). [...] And the time of penal servi-
tude and the time of gambling are — for all their profound differences — an identical type of time, similar to the
>final moments of consciousness« before execution or suicide, similar in general to the time of crisis. All this is
time on the threshold, [...] experienced in the interior spaces of life far from the threshold.« (Bakhtin 1984: 172)
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He’s eccentric, like the biographical prototype, he consistently asks everyone questions,
which he subsequent answers himself without waiting for a response (the device of a
rhetorical question is a vivid stylistic means of Gogol’s poetics). For instance:

Okay, next question! What am I here for? Here’s a hint — »to clean up«!
Oops! I gave it away! (Kafka 2012)

He laughs a lot, which relates with his outfit and his Clown nomination. If we recall
the quote from Revizor: »Uemy cmeérech? — Hag co6oit cmeétech!« (Gogol’ 1951: 94)8,
then we can assume, Gogol’s laughter is always partly ambivalent in the manga, as
in the works of prototype. One the one hand, it’s bound with carnivalesque, with
ritual laughter, which entails the destruction of rules and boundaries (moral, ethical,
social, etc.). Laughter can become something evil, chthonic like a place brought joy,
but where the devils are now crawling, the image of which Gogol is presented as a
deceived deceiver, like a villain incapable of causing harm. But the fear of evil spirits
doesn’t become less from this (it can be traced in Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka).
On the other hand, in Leaving the Theater (After the Staging of a New Comedy) at the
end of the work a monologue of playwright is introduced, where he says:

CTpaHHO: MHE >XajJlb, UTO HMKTO He 3aMeTWI YeCTHOTO JINIIA,
OBIBIIIETO B MOEM Tbece. [1a, 6bII0 OAHO UeCTHOe, 6JIaT0POIHOE JIMIIO,
JIeJICTBOBABIIIee B HEM BO BCe IIPOJIOJDKEHME e€. ITO UeCTHOe, 61aro-
poaHoe uiio 66Ut — cMeX.? (Gogol’ 1949: 169)

For him, laughter is bright, it purifies, shows the best in a person, what is hidden
behind the masks, and sometimes even brings this best into a person. Laughter is
honest: »MHOTOe 661 BO3MYTUJIO UEJIOBEKA, ObIB ITPECTABIIEHO B HArOTe CBOE; HO,
03apeHHOe CMJIOK0 CMeXa, HECET OHO YIKe IpMMUpPeHbe B ayIy« (Ibid.: 169)*. Gogol’s
laughter can also be traced in the character’s laughter, for instance, in one of the
scenes he says:

8 Transl. by the authors: »What are you laughing at? You’re laughing at yourselves, that’s what!«

9 Transl. by the authors: »This is weird: | wish, someone noticed the honest face was in my play. Yes, there was one
honest, noble face that acted in him throughout its entire duration. That honest, noble face was — laughter.«

10 Transl. by the authors: »Many things would anger a person if they were presented in their nakedness; but,
illuminated by the power of laughter, it already brings reconciliation to the soul.«
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They all went »why are you doing this?«... over and over, their blood,
nerves and muscles spilling out everywhere! So... I actually have two
responses. Here’s the first — ’cos it’s fun! I'm an enigma with no inner
persona! I'm just like any other cold-blooded killer! I have no grand
motive! It’s fun, it fills me with joy, and it gives me such a thrill! Well...
That’s the first reason I give my victims. Sounds like it would make
sense, no? Being killed by an inhuman monster... is unfair, but they
at least die convinced. However, since you aren’t on my list of targets.
I will give you the real answer. I'm perfectly sane person. I know mur-
dering is evil, and I feel as guilty as anyone would. I'm sure you want
to ask why I still kill despite that. Well, let’s see... do you like birds? ’cos
I do. The full freedom of flight, not being bound by gravity... it’s what
I've always wanted. (Kafka 2012)

He feels like a bird that was in a cage, but was free before. She knew her taste, but she
was enslaved and hidden in the »house« by someone else’s will. When Gogol doesn’t
receive a response, understanding to his monologue (answer to Gogol: »The freedom
of a bird? That’s why you kill? I don’t get you one bit« (Ibid.)), he laughs and asks
the following rhetorical question: »Now, next question! From what I just told you...
what part of it was a lie?! Ha-ha-ha! Did you fall for it? You shouldn’t listen to the
words of a clown! They’ll keep you up all night!« (Ibid.). He hides under the mask of
a clown/jester, refuting everything was said earlier and returning himself to the im-
age of a villain already made up in the eyes of people. As Bakhtin states: »11enbto ero
[cxeMa] BBICTYIIAeT He MTPOCTOE YKa3aHMe Ha OT/Ae/IbHbIe OTPUIIATE/IbHbIE SIBJIEHNS,
a BCKPBITHE 0CO6OT0 acleKTa Mupa Kak 1es1oro.« (Bakhtin 1990: 533)*, deep and un-
known is hidden behind laughter.

Also, Gogol is endowed with such a feature as madness in the manga. Firstly, this
can be correlated with rumors about the disturbed mental health of the writer him-
self, as well as with his words that he heard voices that foreshadowed his imminent
death. Secondly, this refers to the general motif of madness, which can be traced in
some works, for instance, in »Diary of a Madman, in which Gogol’ describes the
disease of the protagonist through the aspect of medicine (the tradition of realism),
but also considers it as a form of consciousness of the character (romantic tradition:

11 Transl. by the authors: »the purpose of it [laughter] isn’t a simple indication of individual negative phenomena,
but the opening of a special aspect of the world as a whole.«
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madness as a form of true knowledge), as well as the basic principle of the organiza-
tion of society.

In one of the scenes, Gogol again returns to the theme of birds and freedom: »I'm
so envious of you. A bird born in a cage never realizes it’s a prisoner. It doesn’t even
know it’s not free. It just dies happily in its cage.« (Kafka 2012). His interlocutor again
doesn’t understand him, and Gogol continues: »Can’t see it, can you? The cage is
here... it’s your skull. There’s no chance of escape... not from this warm, humid hells-
cape.« (Ibid.). In the story rewriting scene, he exclaims, »It’s time to break out of this
prison! The inherent brainwashing we call morality. I seek... freedom for my soul more
than any kind of joy.« (Ibid.) — at this moment it is shown how the bird leaves the cage.

The manga character strives for freedom, even if it is not equal to happiness, he
wants to destroy all the established rules and boundaries that were imposed by so-
ciety, ethics, culture and history, to act according to his own will, and not depend
on someone else, therefore manga Gogol comes to the conclusion that true freedom
can only be achieved through death. He mentions this to his friend, Dostoyevsky (the
only one who understood him), and he replies that this is a good idea: »You’re fighting
against God... in order to lose sight of yourself« (Ibid.). This freedom is also associated
with the scripture in which Stephen says to the Jews: »you are forever opposing the
Holy Spirit« (Acts 7: 51) — a person can turn his freedom against God’s will. But this
awareness leads Gogol in the manga to another idea: »If I kill that friend... we’ll be
free from the brainwashing we call emotions. We can prove that we’re truly free as a
bird!« (Kafka 2012) — in order to gain true freedom, it is necessary to cleanse the soul
of human passions (this can also be seen in the story Portrait by N. V. Gogol’).

Also, when Gogol comes to kill Dostoyevsky, he finally declares:

The wish to save my friend is indeed very difficult to falter! That’s why I
need to shatter this determination, such to prove the free will of homo
sapiens! (Kafka 2012)

He doubts whether his desire to kill a friend, thereby showing his desire to prove his
freedom, is just a momentary manifestation of emotions, so he arranges between the
two rivals, Dazai and Dostoyevsky, the »legendary show >Gogol’s Game«« (Ibid.) — a
deadly duel, from which only one can get out alive. Gogol suggests that they give them
a lethal injection that will take effect in half an hour, during which one person must
escape from a guarded prison stuffed with traps. Gogol will be waiting for the winner
at the exit with an antidote for one - this shows the character’s love for games, tricks
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and provocations, which are manifested both in actions and in speech. For example,
in a conversation with a »partner«:

- Hm? Why don’t you ask me? I'm right here.

- How did you survive?

— Oh, how did I? Asking a magician to reveal his tricks is a bit rude, no?
(Ibid.).

But he still answers him, but only because he sees sincerity in his surprise and, in
general, in his expression of emotion. The motive of the game can also be traced in
some of Gogol’s works, for example, in the comedy Gamblers, in which the card game
is not only at the card table, but also merges into the game of social life:

[JTaBHBIM UTOTOM JIeJICTBA CTAHOBUTCSI BHE3AITHO COBEPIIAIOIIASICS
»IeBTbBALIUS IIEHHOCTEN«, KOTOpbIe IIPEACTABJISIIOT COGOM B
COBOKYVITHOCTM IIOUTH BCe c(hepbl CYIIECTBOBAHMS COBPEMEHHOTO
o0IIecTBa: TOCYIapCTBa, (PMHAHCOBBIX OpPraHM3aIlMif, CEMBH,
TOBApUILECTBA U T. [I. — TO eCTh BCEro TOTO, UTO paHee CITYXKUIIO He
TOJIBKO PyUYaTeIbCTBOM HaZEKHOCTU 3aK/II0UaeMON FepoeM CAELTIKH,
HO ¥ TapaHTOM »IIPOUHOCTH« CAMO YKM3HM UeIOBeKa. '
(Vinogradov 2016: 155)

If we turn to the esper’s skill, then it has the name The Overcoat (after Gogol’s story of
the same name) and manifests itself in the connection or tearing of space, located at a
distance of a cloak in a range of about thirty square meters. Also, various objects can
»hide« in his raincoat, for example, a telephone pole or »there are a dozen more poles
at my disposal, I could bury you in the earth with them if I wanted... or expose you to
the blast of an exploding bomb« (Kafka 2012). Gogol can hide whatever he wants in
his raincoat. This leads to a famous quote, the authorship of which is often attributed
to Dostoyevsky (although the author has not been precisely identified): »We all came
out of Gogol’s >The Overcoat««.

12 Transl. by the authors: »The main result of the action becomes suddenly »devaluation of values« taking place,
which together represent almost all spheres of existence of modern society: the state, financial organizations,
families, partnerships, etc. — that is, everything previously served not only as a guarantee of the reliability of
the concluded the hero of the deal, but also the guarantor of the sstrength« of human life itself.«
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After analysing the images above, we came to the conclusion that these images can
be placed in the same group — contamination — based on the type of adaptation of the
primary source (coincidence or mismatch of the character’s image with the biographi-
cal prototype, as well as the realization or non-realization of the hero’s ability through
the interpretation of the content of the literary work of the same name): the image of
the biographical writer and the character of a literary work is contaminated with the
image (of the hero and skill) presented in the manga.

In addition, based on the analysis, we were able to isolate certain devices used by
Asagiri Kafka, adapting the biography of a particular writer and his work and, as a
result, creating a peculiar image depicted in the manga. Devices for the transfer and
transformation of the images of writers: portrait (orientation to the appearance of the
prototype), biographical (orientation to the facts from the life history of the prototype
and available information about his personality) and character (orientation to the
appearance of the character of the work).

Devices for creating an image of superpower through the writer’s work: onymous
(appeal to the name of the source with its metaphorization), character (through the
character or actions of the main heroes of the work), biographical (focusing on the
personality or behavior of the writer), material (using a specific thing from the origi-
nal work for the embodiment of superpowers), suggestive (sensual perception of the
source and orientation to its atmosphere by the author-mangaka).

Thus, Asagiri Kafka, using a variety of techniques, represents the images of real-life
writers and their literary works, creating a unique world filled with no less unique im-
ages, the biographical and literary background of which adds depth of meaning and
arranges an intellectual game with the reader of an almost philological level.
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